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At the last Annual 
General Meeting a new 
President and a new 
committee were elected. 
The new committee has 8 
members instead of 6. This 
decision is to allow new 
younger members of the 
committee to understudy 
older members who, it is 
expected, will stand down 

when the new member has confidence in their 
new role.

We live in a time of change and renewed 
governance for our committee whose aim remains 
unchanged: to support our veteran community 
through our sub-Branch activities and the RSL 
generally. Further changes on a broader scale 
have occurred with a new federal government 
and shortly a state election will be held.

I would like to mention our long standing 
Past-President John Curdie. John has been 
a marvellous hard-working president for 24 
years who has been always supported by his 
wife Deirdre. John’s dedication, hard work, and 
technical computer knowledge have been the 
cornerstone of his tenure. Our many meetings 
have been enhanced by these virtues.

Whilst John has done so much for our sub-
Branch his legacy must surely be the Boronia 
Park cenotaph which he envisaged and brought 
into being. A brilliant example of his work was the 
recent commemoration of the battle of Long Hai 
for the 8th Battalion. It was a splendid ceremony 
which was an impressive tribute to those who 
served and those were lost in the battle.

The new committee can best be supported 
by as many members as possible attending our 
monthly sub-Branch general meetings which are 

held on 4th Monday of the month at 1930. As 
well the Seniors Association meets on the 1st 
Tuesday at 1400. Stand Easy meets at 1300-1500 
on the 3rd Wednesday and coffee gatherings are 
held every Wednesday and Saturday morning at 
0930. Everyone is welcome.

ANZAC commemorations start on Sunday 23 
April with a service in the Epping Club at 1400, 
followed by a wreath laying at the Boronia Park 
cenotaph. The Dawn Service will be held on 25 
April at 0545 in Forest Park following which the 
Epping Club provide breakfast for ex-service 
men and women.

Brian Swan AM sub-Branch President

ANZAC COMMEMORATIONS

Sunday 23 April 2023 2.00 p.m.
Anzac Sunday Service, commencing in The 
Epping Club Ballroom, followed by a march 
to the Boronia Park Cenotaph for wreath 
laying.

Tuesday 25 April 2023 6.00 a.m.
ANZAC DAY DAWN SERVICE

Forest Park, Epping. Assemble at 0545 to 
march onto the parade.



MEMBERSHIP MATTERS
VALE            “WE WILL REMEMBER THEM”
During the months of January 2023-March 2023, advice has been received of the passing of 
the following members:

SENIOR MEMBERS ASSOCIATION
President: Merril Prestidge           Vice President: Les Rowe            Secretary: Margaret Cummins

Treasurer: Deirdre Curdie      Tours Coordinator: Don and Brenda Greentree

Committee Members: Don Campton, Don Greentree, Brenda Greentree, Gavin Nell

Thirty of us gathered together for a lovely luncheon on Tuesday 14th March, 28 Epping Senior 
Members and 2 from The Epping Club.

This was the first of these events taking the place of our bus trips.

The next will be Christmas in July, on the 11th July.

Hoping to see you there for fun and friendship.
Regards,

Merril Prestidge, President

AUSTRALIAN WAR WIDOWS N.S.W. LTD
Coordinator: Heather Gillam 9876 3588
  Barbara Bell
Treasurer: Heather Gillam
Meetings: First Monday in month at 10.30 a.m.
  April 3 2023
  May 1 2023
  June 5 2023
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NAME RANK SERVICE UNIT SERVICE 
NUMBER 

DATE  
JOINED 

DATE 
DECEASED 

WILLIAMS 
Raymond James PTE ARMY 2/12 AUST INF 

BN 
NX202875 
(2139021) 05/05/1967 10/02/2023 

DUCKMANTON 
OAM  
Norton Archie 

GPCAPT RAAF 93 SQUADRON 
22 SQUADRON 

0210316 
(442674) 19/12/1994 04/02/2023 

 

There was a baker’s assistant named Richard the Pourer, and his job was to pour the dough mixture 
that the baker needs while making sausage rolls. One day, Richard noticed he was running low on one 
of the necessary spices for the rolls, so he sent a young worker from the bakery to go buy more at the 
store.

Upon arriving at the shop, the young man was asked if he needed help finding anything, but he 
realised he had forgotten the name of the ingredient. All he could do was tell the shopkeeper that he 
needed a spice for Richard the Pourer, for batter for wurst.
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EPPING RSL SUB-BRANCH

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: APRIL – JUNE 2023

APRIL 2023

Monday03 Epping RSL sub-Branch Committee Meeting    1800

Monday 03 Australian War Widows NSW Ltd     1030

Tuesday 04 RSL Senior Members Association Meeting    1400

Friday 07 GOOD FRIDAY

Sunday 09 EASTER

Monday 10 EASTER MONDAY

Tuesday 18 RSL Senior Members Association Committee Meeting  1030

Wednesday 19 Stand Easy        1300

Sunday 23 Anzac Sunday Service Epping Club/Boronia Park   1400

Monday 24 Epping RSL sub-Branch Monthly General Meeting    1930

Tuesday 25 Anzac Day Dawn Service Forest Park    0600

MAY 2023

Tuesday 02 RSL Senior Members Association Meeting    1400

Monday 08  Epping RSL sub-Branch Committee Meeting    1800

Wednesday 17 Stand Easy        1300

Monday 29  Epping RSL sub-Branch Monthly General Meeting    1930

Tuesday 30 RSL Senior Members Association Committee Meeting  1030

JUNE 2023

Monday 05 Australian War Widows NSW Ltd  `   1030

Tuesday 06 RSL Senior Members Association Meeting     1400

Monday 12 Epping RSL sub-Branch Committee Meeting    1800

Wednesday 21 Stand Easy        1300

Monday 26 Epping RSL sub-Branch Monthly General Meeting    1930

Tuesday 27 RSL Senior Members Association Committee Meeting  1030
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VALE RAYMOND JAMES WILLIAMS 
19 November 1925 to 10 February 2023 

Ray Williams was one of the last active World War Two veterans 
in the Epping RSL sub-Branch, and one of the longest-serving 
members, having joined the Epping sub-Branch in 1967 when he 
moved from Parramatta to Epping. Ray and his wife Joan regularly 
attended meetings of the sub-Branch and the Epping RSL Seniors 
Association. Their son Lindsay Williams is also a member of the 
Epping RSL sub-Branch. 

Raymond James Williams was called up when he was 18 years 
old. He enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force then went to Cowra 
for basic training in January 1944. In June 1944 he returned to 
Sydney to join the 13/32 Infantry Brigade based at St Ives 
Showground for further training. In August 1944 he returned to 
Cowra to support the Guard Battalion in rounding up the escaped 
Japanese POWs and finally transferring them to Hay POW Camp. 

Following further training at St Ives, Singleton, and Canungra Jungle Warfare Training 
Centre, in January 1945 Ray was posted to 2/12 Infantry Battalion on Atherton Tablelands.  

Endless field exercises around the Tablelands, landing craft training at Trinity Bay then in 
May 1945 transferred to Townsville, embarked on an American vessel, and headed off to 
Morotai to train for what was the last big battle of World War 2, the Battle of Balikpapan. 
This was the concluding stage of Operation Oboe, the campaign to liberate Japanese-held 
British and Dutch Borneo. 

The Australian 7th Division, with a small number of Netherlands East Indies troops, made 
an amphibious landing a few miles north of Balikpapan. The Allied force totalled 33,000 
personnel. 

Ray’s Company was the first wave to go ashore at 8.50 a.m. on Sunday 1st July 1945.The 
landing was fiercely contested. The U.S. Air Force providing support mistook Ray’s 
Battalion for the enemy and they were bombed, strafed, and rocketed. Ray said, “I consider 
myself lucky to survive and we are still waiting for the Yanks to say sorry”. 

Major combat operations concluded around 21 July but were followed by mopping-up 
operations and guard duty over Japanese POWs. 

In October 1945, transferred via HMAS Gascoyne to Macassar in South Celebes to round 
up Japanese and control pro-Japanese Indonesians who were rebelling against Dutch control. 

At the end of January 1946, transferred to the 55/53 Battalion at Rabaul, New Britain 
going via Ambon. Their main task was to control Japanese who were held prior to their 
return to Japan.   

Finally, he returned to Sydney on 9 June 1946 aboard S.S.Katoomba. 
Following discharge from the AIF on 17 December 1946, Ray joined the Citizen Military 

Forces (CMF) on 19 August 1948 and served in 1 Armoured Regiment until 22 February 
1949. 

Ray Williams was awarded the 1939-45 Star, the Pacific Star, the War Medal 1939-1945, 
the Australia Service Medal 1939-1945, the Australian Service Medal 1945-1975 with Clasps 
SW Pacific and PNG, and the Returned from Active Service Badge. 

Lest we forget. 
Barry Hoschke 



Having enlisted in the RAAF in the 1950’s it was not 
until 1987, over 3 decades later, that the membership 
rules of the RSL were adapted to include those hun-
dreds of thousands of young Australians that had served 
and enlisted during peacetime. Up until that time the 
RSL was comprised of veterans that had served over-
seas, WW1 and WW2, in a theatre of war and had re-
turned. In those days, when mingling with the members 
of the RSL, I was cognisant of the difference in age and 
in experiences in defence service; whilst this many have 
been a personal sensitivity but at times I felt as a strang-
er in the crowd. 

In 1998, I was elected to the management commit-
tee of Epping RSL sub-Branch, to serve under the lead-
ership of the sub-Branch’s first lady President, Sheila 
van Emden. The following year, 1999 would be the 80th 
anniversary of the founding of the sub-Branch and in 
preparation of such an occasion I was co-opted onto 
a committee to plan suitable weeklong activities of 
lunches, entertainment displays and art show involving 
all the schools in Epping especially arranged to com-
memorate that special occasion.

This was my first occasion to work with the veterans 
of WW2. They were my heroes; men and women, from 
a generation of Australians, members of our local com-
munity, that had volunteered to defend our nation, to 
preserve our peace, giving me a future in my Australia. 
It was from that generation that there was to be such a 
sacrifice, made for the benefit of all. This was my intro-
duction to the workings of the RSL and to the lifeforce 
of our sub-Branch. It was in the following year, 1999, 
with Sheila not continuing in office preferring to stand 
down, that I was elected to the presidency. This was 
the commencement of my learning curve of adminis-
tering a sub-Branch with such a history and of inspiring 
a leadership of the team composed of WW2 veterans.

Following my demobilisation from the RAAF in 
1962, to then run my own survey practise, managing 
a large staff and finding time to serve on the executive 
of the NSW Division and later as a councillor to the 
Institution of Surveyors Australia, culminating in elec-
tion to be the president of that national body, I would 
not be a stranger to organisational skills. Also, my 12 
years on the executive of the Federation International 
de Geometres, (FIG), gave me an insight to how big 
organisation can operate, nevertheless I was newcomer 
to the Returned and Services League of Australia and 
its operations and the nuances of which I would have to 
embrace, to learn the application of its constitution and 

A REFLECTION

John K. Curdie     President of Epping RSL sub-Branch 1999 to 2023
by- Laws, of what it takes to manage a sub-Branch.

Not long after taking office from President Sheila 
van Emden, whilst standing on the veranda of the now 
4-year-old, new RSL Club building in Rawson Street, 
a certain nostalgia came over me. There opposite me 
and at the end of the lane off Rawson Street was the 
door to the basement of what was then the Cambria 
Theatre, which still stands but today is a shopping ar-
cade. Behind that door, under the theatre and on the 
earthen floor was the first meeting place of the WW1 
veterans, who in 1919, held their initial meetings as 
they set up our now famous RSL sub-Branch. This 
earth floor meeting room would be known as “the 
dugout”.  Years later, in the club house the diggers 
built in Oxford Street, this name was perpetuated as 
the name of the sub-Branch office and meeting room 
in the basement of that new Club Building affectional 
called “the dugout”. This would be the home of the 
Epping RSL sub-Branch until 1995 when the sub-
Branch was to move to its new premises in the new 
RSL club in Rawson Street.  

So, it was that I as a young and untried president, 
whose service life did not include any experiences of 
the hot war that these members of the executive and 
committee had endured, nor could I comprehend in 
detail the trials and hardships that were endured by 
those WW1 diggers and the evolvement by the WW1 
veterans who laid the ground work of the successful 
Epping RSL sub-Branch, was all part of my appre-
hension at the tasks in front of me. 

The first matter that I had to address was the sub-
Branch finances, which were approaching a terminal 
situation. The monies that the sub-Branch had re-
ceived on the sale of their Oxford Street property was 
now comprised in 2 real estate properties at Shoal and 
Nelson Bay and several bank accounts that collectively 
was not going to generate any long-term income stream. 
It was very apparent to me that unless something was 
commenced to restructure the sub-Branch assets, the 
sub-Branch would be out of an income in a matter of a 
few years.

Something had to change. Firstly, I had to convince 
the executive, the trustees and then the management 
committee followed the membership, of the idea of 
selling the sub-Branch’s two holiday units. This was 
going to be a big first challenge for a young upstart that 
had just become the president. It was not until 2002 that 
all parties agreed with the way forward. With the real 
estate converted to cash and with the remains of the 
bank accounts now accumulated, then began the task 
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of how best to invest the funds.

This was of itself a significant task which involve 
consultation with many investment advisors and 
again obtaining a consensus with the trustees who 
would be ultimately responsible for the safekeeping 
of the sub-Branch securities. It was not until 2002 
that the investigation eventually resolved to select 
Ethinvest Pty Ltd to be our financial advisers and 
stockbrokers. To this day, for the past 20 years this 
has been a happy working arrangement. The initial 
capital of some $800,000 was invested in a wide 
range of securities. From this origin the sub-Branch 
has been provided with a predictable income that has 
met all the annual expenses. Furthermore, in the past 
20 years, that original capital value has now grown to 
have a market value be in excess of $2,000,000.

From my time in the RAAF I learnt to live with 
and work under the chain of command and the way 
of the of the defence forces, then later in civilian life 
and now having my own company, I was subjected 
to the regulations of the law and having to respond 
to the  pressures of the commercial world, but in this 
new role of the presidency, I was now in the world of 
the volunteer, a new learning curve. I was to come to 
understand the power and personality of the volunteer, 
where rank was replaced by enthusiasm, always 
modified by the by-laws and constitution of the RSL. 
The power of the volunteer is the success of the RSL. 
It is volunteer welfare organisation that is there for 
the veterans and our mates from the services for their 
support and that of their families and dependants.

Despite the evolving revolution in the ways 
of conducting business and without regard to the 
rush of technology that was overtaking our life, the 
administration of the sub-Branch office was very 
much in an analogue, manual and paper-oriented 
structure.

With some coaxing and guidance I was able to 
make changes to the operation of the office. More 
efficient layout and fit out of our small office space, 
installation of a new printer, computers on desks 
and slowly electronic records were replacing the 
ubiquitous paper trails.

One day whilst looking through old photographs of 
the early sub- Branch life, I observed how the veterans 
circa 1920, on ANZAC Day and Remembrance Day 
would march from their sub-Branch room in the 
basement of the Cambria Theatre, up Beecroft Road 
(High Street) to the Epping Cenotaph, then situated at 
the intersection of Beecroft Road and Bridge Street.

With that Cenotaph later being relocated to Forest 

Park meant that the current sub-Branch did not have 
its own cenotaph, a space that could be the focus 
of remembrance services. One day whilst walking 
through Boronia Park, off Victoria Street, I saw the 
very simple small sandstone plinth set in the garden 
this was a simple monument placed the by others in 
memory of the diggers of the district. Resulting from 
this scene I had a vision for a memorial area for our 
own cenotaph, a place in Epping which would serve 
to encapsulate the memory of sacrifice by everyday 
Australians. To build such an area was to become, 
for me the most satisfying long-term project of my 
term in office, the construction of our now wonderful 
and practical Cenotaph and Memorial area in Boronia 
Park.

This has been a project that has had may 
iterations, many improvements to its layouts. It has 
involved extensive time sourcing contractors and 
suppliers, understanding intricacies of the various 
stages, working through construction contracts and 
to supervising their works. To bring this project 
to its current configuration has involved many 
conversations, discussions with design teams, working 
with Council requirements, engaging architects and 
construction teams and most importantly how to 
fund the project. Throughout those years the sub-
Branch executive were always supportive as were the 
Parramatta City Council, who as trustees of the land 
had a significant responsibility for the success of the 
finished project. The funding of his project was its 
own challenge. The sub-Branch did not have enough 
funds to complete the entire construction, so I had to 
approach many Government departments, apply for 
special grants that were on offer, talk with politicians 
and local councillors who may be able to help and 
many donations from members of the sub-Branch 
and members of our community. This project spread 
over 15 years has been a singular pride in my ongoing 
commitment to the sub-Branch.

Today the sub-Branch has its own Cenotaph, 
encompassed by the wall of Remembrance on which 
is mounted various memorial plaques including the 
two marble plaques, etched with the names of those 
who died in WW1 and WW2, that were originally 
mounted on the wall of the sub-Branch club building 
in Oxford Street. The approach to the area of 
remembrance is via two memorial pathways in which 
are set tiles to the memory of loved ones or mates that 
have served and who have died in our defence forces. 
The whole area now overseen by the recent addition 
of our Boronia Man; the bronze WW1 soldier who 
stands at arms reversed in silent memory to mates. 
This lovely area of peace and contemplation set in a 
well-managed Australian Bushland setting which is 
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now a feature of Epping and the pride of the Epping 
sub-Branch.

The success of our sub-Branch is legendary, and 
many have helped me along the way. Over these 24 
years as president of this sub-Branch I have received 
extensive support from the veterans of this sub-
Branch and for that I say a big thank you.

The executive of the sub-Branch has been quick 
in their support and advise on the many options and 
issues that have come our way and I say a big thank 
you for your commitment. In the two decades of 
my time as sub-Branch President, social values and 
expectations of the community have evolved and 
creating changes to the way many activities operate, 
not the least of which was within the life of the sub-
Branch.  

With my presidency commencing on the cusp of 
the 21st century and a population eagerly wanting to 
embrace a new approach to everything, Australian 
social structure was changing. With the pressure of 
Moderna overtaking our lives it was not long before 
such changes affected sub-Branch life.

I found it somewhat distressing to witness the 
closure of the Epping RSL sub-Branch Women’s 
Auxiliary which was once such a dynamic force. This 
band of volunteers used to support the sub-Branches 
by their programs of fund raising and catering for 
ANZAC Dawn Breakfast as well as most of the social 
gatherings.  

The sub-Branch along with then Epping Club ran 
the Epping RSL Day Club. This was a specialised 
service to the elderly of the RSL and its community, 
a weekly program which provided opportunity to 
meet, enjoy some entertainment, and share a meal at 
midday. This magnificent undertaking by sub-Branch 
membership and the Epping Club was forced to close 
due to the lack of volunteers. This was a great loss 
for many who in those days looked to the time when 
the bus would collect them from their home, transport 
them to the community hall and then bring them back 
home later in the in the afternoon. This program had 
to be shut down because there were no volunteers 
who could commit to any ongoing program.

In the early years of the new century, with the 
changes in youth sports programs at school, social 
activities and routines of family life, now affecting 
the spare time of our youth, it was inevitable that that 
the Epping RSL Youth Club would soon be struggling 
to provide its once historic service to the youth of our 
district. It was in 2022, the Epping RSL Youth Club 
ceased its operation. This group that at its origins 

supported the young families of the returning diggers, 
with a wide range of competition sports eventually 
lost its membership to a number where it could no 
longer function in its intended mode. 

The Epping RSL Seniors Association has been part 
of the life of the sub-Branch for some 40 years. The 
sub-Branch sponsors and supports this service to the 
senior members of this sub-Branch. This association 
is still operational even though it had had to adapt to 
the limitations of many for whom the excursions by 
bus to a luncheon destination is no longer possible. 

Similar changes were becoming the reality across 
many sub-Branches, in fact the RSL was starting a 
process of morphing into a different body to that which 
I first knew. This change became complete when, 
following a government enquiry into malfunctions, 
under the old constitution of the NSW State Branch 
administration, that that board was dismissed to be 
replaced with a new board, a completely revised 
administration and new constitution. So, after 100 
years since its founding, the Returned and Services 
League NSW Branch was now ready for the 21st 
Century, and the challenge of the new society and the 
needs of the veterans of today. 

Over the past two plus decades, I have enjoyed 
working with the executive of the sub-Branch and 
the Management Committee. During this period, I 
have made many close friendships had wonderful 
communications with our community leaders as 
well as government and political personalities.  I am 
ever thankful for the support that has been extended 
to me over this period and how all portfolio leaders 
undertaking their own respective duties. We have 
been a great team powering on to meet whatever 
challenges may have come our way.   

I am also indebted to the trustees of the sub-
Branch, who have maintained a close involvement 
with the life and needs of this sub-Branch ever keen 
to ensure that the investments achieve the income 
stream to fund the needs of this sub-Branch.  

Along the way I have been supported by the leaders 
in our community and from our political leaders. 
This sub-Branch has been visited by the NSW State 
Governor, Prime Minister of Australia, The premier 
of NSW, various Ministers of the Crown, mayors and 
councillors of the City of Parramatta, the RSL State 
President and many office bearers from RSL NSW 
Branch.

Those 24 years the sub-Branch there have been 
many social and service functions. We have held some 
very special functions associated with celebration 
of the 80th, 90th and centenary anniversaries of the 
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founding of our sub-Branch in 1919 along with 
commemorative gatherings associated with Victory 
Pacific Day, Remembrance Day and of course our 
ANZAC Day and Dawn services.

It has been a great encouragement to witness how 
the ANZAC commemorations has grown within 
our community. To witness the number attending 
the Dawn Service has grown to now be assessed in 
thousands, indicated the support that Australians 
show for our heritage and recognition sacrifices by 
the few for the many, what price is our freedom.

The support of the Epping Club Ltd is an important 
aspect of this sub-Branch life and activities. The 
original agreement struck when the sub-Branch sold 
its interest in the land on which the Epping RSL 
Club, that stood at its Oxford Street address, has been 
honoured in detail. The Epping Club provide for the 
needs of the veterans in so many ways. The ANZAC 
services and particularly the ANZAC Breakfast, with 
5-star presentation to our veterans and their families 
and friends is a spectacular event of which we are 
proud and represents such a large generous gift to us. 
Also, the everyday support for our functions, services, 
and sub-Branch office operations.

The interaction with the youth of our district has 
always been an important part of the sub-Branch 
community involvement. I have ever been keen 
to have the youth involved in our ceremonial and 
remembrance services. The future of the memory 
of our famous past and the inspiration, sacrifice and 
leadership that our forefathers have given to us is the 
bonus we can leave with the next generation.

The support I have appreciated most over 
these many years is that of my wife Deirdre. She 
has always encouraged me as I have faced new 
challenges, being my strength at such times when 
I may experience disappointment or those feelings 
of being overwhelmed when times get tough or the 
world seems too big a place, Deirdre has been there 
always supportive and understanding and been my 
strength.

The years as your president I have had many 
challenges, seen many changes along the way, 
participating in an evolving League, now emerging 
into its new image a vital player in the 21st Century.

It has been a privilege as president to have led and 
been involved with a team that has worked through 
each of the issues and opportunities that have come 
our way.

The past 24 years have been full of activities and 
duties that are the responsibility of the president. 
These daily duties were concerned with the RSL State 

Branch, its constitutional administration, overseeing 
the sub-Branch continuum or being involved in a 
community obligation. I cannot complain about the 
workload because such responsibilities go with the 
office.

What more can I say but thank you all for allowing 
me to be with you as your president of the Epping 
RSL sub-Branch.

Thank you for the camaraderie you have shown to 
me. As a group of veterans and members, together we 
have had some wonderful experiences, challenges, 
sad times but mostly and many happy times as we 
have shared in so many different social and ceremonial 
situations.

Now and in future meetings of the sub-Branch I 
can sit with you in the audience and support the next 
administration of our wonderful sub-Branch.

I stand down now and offer my support to the next 
administration of this sub-Branch.

John Curdie OAM 

President 1999 to 2023
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Sub-Branch Management Committee and 
Executive 2005

Veterans marching up Rawson Street to the 
Service at the Cenotaph in Boronia Park 2003



EPPING RSL SUB-BRANCH HOSPITAL/
AGED CARE VISITATIONS

Members of our hospital/aged care visiting 
team have performed a great service for the sub-
Branch for many years by maintaining close li-
aison with members when they are not well, and 
when they have to go to hospital.  Mainly though 
they keep up regular contact with those with 
more extended problems who spend time in Care 
Facilities etc.

SUSPENSION OF VISITING DUE TO 
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Sadly, in mid-March 2020, over two years 
ago, it became necessary to suspend our visiting 
programme due to the impact of the Covid-19 
Coronavirus Pandemic on our country.  Care fa-
cilities and hospitals went into lockdown.  Also, 
importantly, we did not want to put our visiting 
team at any personal risk.  The situation started 
to look much more promising late in 2021 result-
ing from the significant growth in double vac-
cinations and then in booster vaccinations, but 
Omicron arrived and spread so rapidly that once 
more we do not know when we shall be able to 
resume visiting.  Facilities are constantly going 
into lockdown and when visiting is allowed it is 
highly restricted and by appointment only.

We are, however, constantly monitoring the 
situation so that we can resume our visiting pro-
gram when this becomes feasible.
 Robin Cummins, Welfare Officer - 9680 4865
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STAND EASY
An opportunity for members to socialise 

during the day occurs on the third Wednesday of 
each month between 1300 and 1500 hours in 45 
on Rawson. Drinks and nibbles are provided.

This replaces the previous Old and Bold 
meetings.

80th Anniversary of the Battle of the 
Bismarck Sea

DVA Latest News for Veterans 2 March 2023

Today marks the 80th anniversary of the Bat-
tle of the Bismarck Sea, a major victory for the 
Allies in the Pacific and one of the most success-
ful operations for the Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF) during the Second World War.

In early 1943, Allied Intelligence learned of 
a large Japanese convoy which would transport 
nearly 7,000 troops from Rabaul to reinforce its 
base in Lae, on the northeast coast of New Guin-
ea. Eight Japanese destroyers and eight troop 
transports were escorted by approximately 100 
fighter aircraft when they left Rabaul on 28 Feb-
ruary 1943.

RAAF and United States Army Air Force 
bomber squadrons in Papua began training to-
gether to attack the ships at sea, to prevent the 
Japanese troops from landing. The combined Al-
lied force included 154 fighters, 34 light bomb-
ers, 41 medium bombers and 39 heavy bombers.

Once tropical storms had cleared and the con-
voy was spotted, the Allied force attacked in suc-
cessive relays over the next three days using a 
range of aircraft including Beauforts, B-17 Fly-
ing Fortresses, A-20 Bostons and Catalina fly-
ing boats. RAAF Beaufighters inflicted damage 
with low level strafing runs, while US B-17s and 
B-25s dropped bombs from higher altitudes. One 
tactic was low altitude ‘skip bombing’, which 
involved causing the bomb to skip along the 
water’s surface, detonating when the tip of the 
bomb hit a ship’s hull.

By daybreak on 4 March 1943 all eight Jap-
anese transports had been sunk and four of their 
escorting destroyers had also been lost. The oth-
er four were badly damaged, and around 50-60 
escorting Zero fighters had also been shot down. 
While the Allied losses were smaller, 13 US Air 
Force and RAAF crew were killed and a further 
six were wounded.

The Battle of the Bismarck Sea is remembered 
as one of the pivotal battles in the South West 
Pacific. Eighty years on, we honour the sacrifice 
and bravery of all those who served in this battle 
and in the Second World War.

For more information on the Battle of the Bis-
marck Sea, visit DVA’s Anzac Portal.
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My First Time
By Andy Brayshaw

They say you never forget your first time and 
after all these years, numerous conflicts, and life-
threatening situations I still remember my first 
time. The first time I saved a life and realised that 
the path I had chosen was the path I was meant 
to choose. 

It was a cold morning during the Winter of 
Discontent when I was called out to a distraught 
mother who had woken to find her young child 
motionless in her bed. The Winter of discontent 
was a dark period in the lives of the UK people 
during the winter of 1978/79. It was characterised 
by widespread public and private sector strikes 
caused by the trade unions demanding pay rises 
much larger than what the Labour Government 
at the time were willing to give. To make things 
worse the country was faced with the coldest 
winter in 16 years. 

It began with car workers at Ford demanding a 
pay rise of 17% which was over three times more 
than the government was offering its own workers. 
This was closely followed by a road haulage strike 
at the beginning of 1979 which was accompanied 
with severe storm weather. Later many of the 
public workers began to take unofficial action 
including grave diggers in Liverpool, garbage 
collectors in London and National Health Service 
workers. 

In mid-January 1979 ambulance drivers began 
to take strike action which included refusing to 
attend 999 Emergencies. In response to this action 
the government called in the Army to provide a 
skeleton service. 

In January 1979 I was a young 17-year-old 
soldier fresh out of training after completing 16 
months training as a Junior Soldier in the Royal 
Army Medical Corps.  I qualified as a Class 3 
Medical Assistant and was posted to my first unit 
6 Field Force Field Ambulance. 

With the call out of the Army my unit was 
deployed to the Northeast of England to crew 
a number of Army ambulances. I would be 
based out of a Police Station on the outskirts 
of Manchester at a place called Swinton. The 
British Army ambulances at the time were Land 

Rover Ambulances and they were not really built 
for civilian medical emergencies and patient 
transport. They were very top heavy and if they 
took a corner to fast, they would often roll over. 
For this reason, when the ambulances were called 
out we would have a police escort. 

For the next six weeks I would be living out 
of a Detective Inspector’s office working eight 
hours on eight hours off. There would be two 
crews based at the Police Station me and a crusty 
old Territorial Army Sergeant who was my driver 
and one of my mates from the Apprentice College 
Scouse Price and his driver. 

At the time of the call out to the young 
child I had been in Swinton three weeks and 
had attended numerous 999 incidents from car 
accidents to elderly collapsing, but this was my 
first call out to a child. When we arrived on scene 
with our police escort, I could hear the mother 
screaming out “My baby, my baby’s dead”. 

“Bloody hell” I thought to myself “what have 
I let myself in for? Why didn’t I let Scouse deal 
with this call”. As I entered the home my mind 
was awash with thoughts. What had happened? 
How bad is the child? What will I do? How will I 
cope? Will I freak out and lose it? Then I thought 
“Come on Andy get a grip this mother and child 
are depending on you”.

As soon as I saw the child’s lifeless body 
my training kicked in. I did a quick primary 
assessment and detected what I thought was a 
small breath, so I immediately began CPR on 
the child. All the time her mum was screaming 
“Please save her. Don’t let her die”. 

After what seemed like a lifetime but was 
only a few minutes the child began to cough and 
splutter. Then with a start she opened her eyes. I 
could see the relief in her mother’s face, and you 
could feel the excitement in the room when the 
child began to cry. 

My first time was bloody brilliant and every 
time I think what’s the point, I remember that 
little girl and the look on her mother’s face. 

Andy Brayshaw is a sub-Branch Committee 
member and Trustee.
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Veteran arranges service to remember 
Korean War

DVA News 8 March 2023
Veterans have always played a significant role 

in commemorations of Australian military his-
tory. They have organised commemorative ser-
vices, built memorials, returned to the battlefields 
on which they served, written books, shared sto-
ries with family, friends and historians, or simply 
reflected privately on their memories of service.

Peter Scott DSO, a 94-year-old veteran of the 
Korean and Vietnam wars, is no exception. Pe-
ter is organising a service on 29 July this year to 
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the cessa-
tion of hostilities in the Korean War. The service 
is open to all Korean War veterans, families of 
deceased veterans and members of the Korean 
community. It will be held at 11am at the Torrens 
Training Depot in Adelaide.

Peter’s decision to organise this service stems 
from many years of involvement in activities 
commemorating the Korean War. Each year, in 
the company of other Korean War veterans, Peter 
attends a service at the Royal Australian Regiment 
Association rooms to commemorate the Battle of 
Kapyong on 24 April. It was after this service in 
2022 that Peter decided to create a tri-service-fo-
cused commemoration for the 70th anniversary, 
as he felt the Royal Australian Air Force and Navy 
experiences had hitherto been ‘neglected’.

In addition to the annual Kapyong service, Pe-
ter also attends a service on 7 October each year, 
to commemorate the Battle of Maryang San. For 
many years he has also acted as MC at an annual 
service commemorating the Australian person-
nel missing in action from the Korean War.

Peter’s visit to Korea as a member of the 2016 
DVA commemorative mission party had a ‘pro-
found effect’ on him. It brought back memories 
of ‘many significant events’ and soldiers with 
whom he served during his 12 months in Korea 
with the 3rd Battalion, Royal Australian Reg-
iment (3RAR). Peter recalled a highlight of the 
commemorative mission was the opportunity to 
‘view at some distance, Maryang San or Hill 317 
as it was shown on maps’.

The experience was particularly powerful be-
cause Peter was a participant in the battle, and 
was Mentioned in Dispatches for his service as an 
Intelligence Officer.

He still has vivid memories of crouching in 
a Chinese-dug slit trench in the hill, with the 
Commanding Officer, Lieutenant Colonel Frank 
Hassett, the New Zealand Battery Commander, 
Major Arthur Roxborough and other soldiers as 
they endured continuous Chinese artillery and 
mortar fire.

‘We were very lucky, I think, to survive that 
because the top of the hill wasn’t actually hit al-
though I expected it to [be] at any minute,’ recalls 
Peter.

3RAR took the strategically significant hill, 
a victory official historian Robert O’Neill de-
scribed as ‘probably the greatest single feat of the 
Australian Army during the Korean War’. It was 
later recaptured by Chinese forces.

A graduate of the Royal Military College Dun-
troon, Peter had a 37-year career in the Austra-
lian Army that was varied and distinguished. 
Having served with 3RAR in Japan as part of 
the British Commonwealth Occupation Forces 
and in Korea, he commanded the battalion from 
1969 to 1971. This included an operational tour 
of Vietnam, for which he was awarded the Dis-
tinguished Service Order, the South Vietnamese 
Cross of Gallantry with Palm, and the US Army 
Commendation Medal.

A graduate of the Pakistan Army Staff College 
and the US Army Command Staff College, Peter 
also instructed at the Australian Staff College in 
1966. Following his service in Vietnam he was ap-
pointed Military Assistant to the Minister of the 
Army. Promoted to Colonel in 1973, he served as 
Services Attaché to the Australian High Commis-
sion and Embassy in Pakistan and Afghanistan 
respectively until 1975 and later Commander 
2nd Military District, Sydney. He retired in 1983.

His commitment to the ex-service community 
continued after retirement, evident in many ways, 
not least of which his role as President South Aus-
tralia and Broken Hill Legacy in 2000 and 2004.

A published author, Peter has written five 
books on his service experiences: A Matter of 
Pride, Command in Vietnam, Crossing the Khy-
ber Pass, The Forgotten War and Infantry Com-
manding Officers in Korea and Vietnam.

Clips of an oral history interview with Peter 
are accessible on the DVA Anzac Portal website, 
Peter Scott’s story – Anzac Portal (dva.gov.au). 



20th Anniversary of the Iraq War

Department of Veterans’ Affairs 20 March 2023

Today, Australians commemorate the 20th an-
niversary of the Iraq War, also known as the Sec-
ond Gulf War. The war had its origins in the First 
Gulf War in 1990-91, when Iraqi forces invaded 
Kuwait and were driven out by an international 
coalition that included Australia. That operation 
ended at Iraq’s border with Kuwait, and Iraqi dic-
tator Saddam Hussein remained in power.

After the 11 September 2001 terrorist attacks 
on the United States, a ‘coalition of the will-
ing’, which included Australia, entered Iraq on 
20 March 2003 to locate and destroy suspected 
weapons of mass destruction and sever Iraq’s ties 
with terrorists.

Australians from all three branches of the 
Australian Defence Force (ADF) served during 
the war: first as part of Operation Bastille, the 
deployment and preparation phase; then Oper-
ation Falconer, the offensive operations phase; 
and Operation Catalyst at the conclusion of the 
operations phase.

The Australian Army deployed a Special Op-
erations Task Group to the first two of these oper-
ations. This included a Special Air Services con-
tingent, commandos, incident response troops, 
a combat services support group, helicopters, 
several armoured vehicles, and personal security 
detachments.

The Royal Australian Navy (RAN) had ships 
in the Persian Gulf before the war as part of the 
international Maritime Interception Force tasked 
with sanctions enforcement against Iraq and it 
continued to play a significant role for the re-
mainder of the conflict.

The Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) car-
ried out surveillance operations also in support 
of the Maritime Interception Force. During of-
fensive operations the RAAF provided close air 
support to coalition forces; it flew escorts and 
transport operations, maritime patrols and hu-
manitarian supply missions. 

Following the main phase of combat, most 
of the Australian forces returned home. In 2005, 

Australia contributed troops to the Al Muthanna 
Task Group, a battlegroup deployed to Al Muth-
anna Province in support of Japanese engineers 
and to provide trainers for the Iraqi military.

Australia had fully withdrawn from Iraq by 
May 2011 along with all non-US coalition forc-
es. The American military withdraw all its re-
maining forces on 18 December 2011, ending the 
Iraq War. Sadly, four Australians lost their lives 
as a result of their service in Iraq – their names 
are inscribed on the Australian War Memorial’s 
Roll of Honour.

Some 17,000 Australians have been issued 
with the Iraq Medal for service with the coali-
tion operations in the war. Twenty years on, we 
remember their service and recognise their sacri-
fice and that of their families during a long and 
difficult conflict.

A famous art thief attempted to steal paintings 
from the Louvre in Paris, but he was caught only 
two blocks away from the scene of the crime 
because his van ran out of gas.

When the police found him on the side of the 
road, all the thief could say for himself was, “I had 
no Monet to buy Degas to make the van Gogh. 
But I had to try stealing the paintings and making 
my getaway because I had nothing Toulouse!”

A doctor made it his regular habit to stop at 
a bar for a hazelnut daiquiri on his way home 
from work each night. The bartender knew of his 
habit and would always have the drink waiting at 
precisely 5:03 p.m.

One afternooln, as the end of the workday 
approached, the bartender was dismayed to find 
that he was out of hazelnut extract. Thinking 
quickly, he threw tolgether a daiquiri made with 
hickory nuts and set it on the bar.

The doctor came in at his regular time, took 
one sip of the drink and exclaimed, “This isn’t a 
hazelnut daiquiri!”

“No, I’m sorry,” replied the bartender. “It’s a 
hickory daiquiri, Doc.”
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50th Anniversary of the end of 
Australia’s involvement in the Vietnam 

War
Department of Veterans’ Affairs: 

7 December 2022
Introduction

In 2023, the Australian Government will mark 
the 50th anniversary of the end of Australia’s in-
volvement in the Vietnam War with a National 
Commemorative Service in Canberra on 18 Au-
gust 2023.

Supporting activities are being developed in 
close consultation with a national stakeholder 
consultative group, including Vietnam veterans 
and representatives of the wider veteran commu-
nity.

Throughout the year, Australians will be en-
couraged to honour and remember the service 
of some 60,000 Australian men and women who 
served in the Vietnam War. Tragically, 523 Aus-
tralians lost their lives in the war, and over 3,000 
were wounded.
What to expect

The Department of Veterans’ Affairs will de-
liver a televised commemorative service to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the end of Australia’s in-
volvement in the Vietnam War at the Australian 
Vietnam Forces National Memorial on Anzac Pa-
rade, on Friday 18 August 2023.

The commemorative service will be broadcast 
live across Australia by the Australian Broad-
casting Corporation (ABC) and streamed online. 
The ABC will also make the broadcast available 
to other networks to provide all members of the 
community the opportunity to acknowledge the 
50th anniversary of the end of Australia’s in-
volvement in the Vietnam War in a solemn and 
dignified manner from their home.

DVA develops a range of commemorative and 
educational materials to further help recognise 
and remember those who served in the Vietnam 
War. To learn more about Australia’s involve-
ment in the Vietnam War, and access these mate-
rials, visit our Anzac Portal.
More information about the commemorative 
service will be available in the coming months.
Contact information
Department of Veterans’ Affairs
Phone: 1800 838 372
Email: commemorations@dva.gov.au

Australia’s military involvement in the Vietnam 
War was the longest of any in Australia’s history, 
beginning with the arrival of the Australian 
Army Training Team in South Vietnam during 
July and August 1962.  Prime Minister Robert 
Menzies committed Australian troops to the 
Second Indochina War on the 25th of April, 
1965.  The issue of conscription provoked debate 
within Australia, with university students and 
other members of the community taking part in 
large anti-conscription and anti-Vietnam War 
demonstrations.  The National Service introduced 
by Menzies on the l0th of November, 1964 was 
abolished on the 5th of December, 1972 by the 
newly elected Labor government,  and Australia’s 
involvement in the Vietnam War was declared 
formally at an end when the Governor-General 
issued a proclamation on the 11th of January, 
1973.

OUR BROTHER IN VIETNAM
(subject being Ian A McDougall, 4717396, 
RAAMC, 5RAR, 1965/67)
Written by Mrs M M Everett (nee Charles) – 
1892 to 1982 (maternal grandmother of subject) 
about April 1967

Our brother’s gone to Vietnam,
To fight there in the war,

We didn’t think we’d miss him much,
He used to get us sore.

But now we keenly wait for news,
Of all he’s seen and done,

His letters interest all of us,
He writes its not all fun.

He’s working amongst the wounded men,
And in the fighting too,

They tramp through jungle and wet mud,
Not far from Bien Phu.

Now we count the days with him,
For time of his return,

And hope a lesson had been shown,
That countries all will learn.
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You Can Tell a Soldier

By Clive Sanders

You can tell a soldier by the clothes he will wear,
By the way he stands, his sharp commands,

And the shortness of his hair. 
He will physically look fitter than most men that you meet,

He will stand erect, with great effect,
And his dress will be quite neat.

He will stand out in a gathering, or be noticed in the street,
With his steely eyes, that are battle wise,

And his impact when you meet,
He may not be an angel, and may not always be a saint,
But he will stand his ground, when the cannons sound,

And when many men would faint.

But a soldier tells a soldier by the battles that he has fought,
By his battle scars, by his trophy jars, 

And disease that he has caught, 
As a soldier knows a soldier as a brother or a friend, 

Who will join the fight with all his might,
And stand together to the end.

For a soldier will have seen more things,
That isn’t good to see, 

He will have travelled to some places,
Where it isn.t good to be, 

He will have stood in many battle lines,
When he wanted just to flee,

But without his brave self-sacrifice,
Our world can not be free.

Clive Sanders was born in Coventry, but now living in Chard, Somerset, England. Happily living in 
semi-retirement after a full Army career spanning 47 years, including Regular and Territorial Army 
service. Former Configuration Manager of the EH101 helicopter program at Westland Helicopters.

Contributed by Andy Brayshaw
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